
Developer Guide: Kinetic Vault
Design System

This guide outlines how to use the Kinetic Vault design system within
this Next.js project. The system has been fully integrated using Tailwind
CSS v4 and customized with CSS variables in @globals.css.

Colors & Theming

The application defaults to a "Dark" theme built around the concept of
"Active Security."

You can use the colors anywhere in your components using standard
Tailwind utility classes. The color variables map seamlessly to Shadcn
UI structural properties.

Design
Element

CSS Variable Tailwind
Utility

Description

Primary --primary bg-primary,
text-
primary

Solid #FFFF00.
Use for actionable
items, alerts, and
high-level status.

Background --
background

bg-
background

Deep black
#1a1a1a. The
primary structural
canvas.

Surface
(Cards)

--card bg-card Subtle #2e2e2e
for cards, inputs,
and hover states.



Text/Neutral --
foreground

text-
foreground

High-contrast
white #ffffff for
legibility.

Sub-labels --muted-
foreground

text-muted-
foreground

80% opacity white
for secondary
information and
hierarchy.

Borders --border border-
border

30% opacity white
(rgba(255,
255, 255,
0.3)) for inputs
and dividers.

Example Usage:

// Primary Action Button
<button className="bg-primary text-primary-foreground hover:brightness-90 px-4 py-2">
  Authorize
</button>

// Vault Card Structure
<div className="bg-card text-card-foreground border border-border hover:border-primary p-8">
  Content...
</div>

Typography

Three specific fonts have been integrated into Next.js and Tailwind via
next/font/google.

1. Inter (font-sans): Default body font. Handles the heavy lifting of
lists and settings for neutral, high-speed scanning.

2. Geist (font-geist): Technical, developer-centric font used for
headings and navigational labels.

3. JetBrains Mono (font-mono): Monospaced font for actual
passwords, recovery keys, hash strings, and metadata.



Example Usage:

<h1 className="font-geist text-3xl font-bold">Access Logs</h1>
<p className="font-sans text-base text-muted-foreground">Review your recent activity below.</p>
<code className="font-mono text-primary">b2a1c4f0-93e1-4c22</code>

Layout & Components

•  Shapes & Corners: The system uses Sharp (0px)
roundedness globally. Avoid rounded-* utility classes unless
absolutely necessary.

•  Whitespace: Use generous padding inside vault cards (p-8 /
32px or more) to emphasize the "Vault" metaphor.

•  Interactions: Tonal layers communicate depth. Rely on
hover:border-primary for active or focused states instead of
soft shadows (shadow-*).

•  Overlays (Modals): Use bg-black/60 backdrop-blur-sm
for modal backgrounds to simulate a physical door closing.

[!TIP] Keep the UI high-contrast, minimal, and authoritative. Let the
vibrant primary yellow draw focus strictly to what requires the user's
attention.


